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BIG FEAT- W
...~ OLD-MEXICO

\iask Begpn Three Hundred Years Ago
’ ' Nearly Finished,

DRAINING AN IMMENSE VALLEY

Miltions of Money and Thousands of

Lives Rxpended=«Vast Area eof
¥Yaluable Lands Made Tennble as o
Result,

From the Mexican Herald, ol

A great work hoas been practically fin-
Ished, the drainage of the Mexlcan val-
fey, which has required for its comple-
tlon mearly 300 years and many mpillions
uf dollars, and has cost the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands of men,

The vallky of Mexico is an Immense
baain, of approximately cireulnr shape,
with one extreme diameter of about six-
ty miles, completely bounded by high
mountaing nut 9f the basin, The =ur-
face of this valley has g mean altitude
above (he sew of 7,413 feet, snd an sres
of about 2.M0 square miles, Mountain
ranges rise on every slde, making &
great corral of roek, containing dosens
of villuges nnd hamlets, with the an-
clent capityl ™ the center. In times
pust the iires of volcanoes ligked up the
earth, and such fires still Hve In the
mommoth  Popoeatepetl from  whose
great maw of sulphur fumes nnd smoke
with jets of tlames have poured through
the centuriss,

The valicy thus hemmed in with solid
wulls of rock had bean an inland sss for
muny eveles, and ducing whe sarly #x-
jstopce of man here the =alt waters
spread over & Inrge wxtont of the de-
presslon. The wuters huve been grad-
ually lespening Ly ssepnge and evapors-
tlun, und the Axtec pligrime foming
from the north In the fourteenth can-
tury, having recelved a sign that they
were to bulld thetr quesn-of-the-wurld
oity o a smedl 1sland of the sea, set
nbont bullding dikes and combating the
overflow of the waters. Many of their
works remain to this dAy., anad show
that the valley was divided by them
nus five great depuitments. The dikes
were built under the direction of King
Netgahuslegvotl, a relative of the Bm-
peror  Menteguma, wWhose surviving
works prove him to have heen-an en-
gineer whose conceptions and Neeom-
pliehments would have given him high
standmg even emong modern engineprs.

ON DRY GROTUND,

Orfginally Bt In the midst of a Take,
the city has been left on dvy grounds by
the recediug ‘waters, Lake Texacneo—
gome throe illes distunt—Chalon, and
Novhimileg have attitudes nearly four
feet greatsr than the pavement of the
ciupital. St more imperiously de’ the
lnkes to the north dominate the elty.
Sun Cheistobal and Xaltoean are abont
five foet, while Zumpango fa over thir-
tevn fout, abave It

The project now eompleted ls a modi-
fication of a scheme projecied by Simnn
Mundez in the tlme of the Spanish gov-
eriment, which In 1849 was adopted hy
Crptain Smith of the corps of American
enginesrs which accompanied General
Boott's army. The tunnel was ultimate-
Iy located under the saddle and theourh
the ravine of Acatlan, fts mouth belng
nenr the village of Teguiguiac, The
works have been Degun several times
and then suspended without effecting
anything of hnportance, In 1866 the
works now nearing coampletlon were
commeneed A project proposed by
Senor Franciaes de Garay,a well known
enginesr of the elly of Maxlco, was pro-
nounced the most feasible, But the
revolutionary strugele succeeded, and
for muny yearg the work was relegated
to the hackgrmund,

In 1§79 Engineer Don Luis Mspinovsa.
the presidfent director of the works, took
charge of the undertaking  In the first
period mentioned the cutting of Tequix-
quale was excavated, and the gremter
part of the shafts were begun, ut at
thut polnt the work was stopped hy
political aeitation,.  The work  was
really vemmenced In 18585, when the oity
conncll of Mexien submitted n project
to the federal government and offered
to contribute largely to the cost,  Prest-
dept Porfirlo Diaz then named a special
coimmizsion with ample authority to
disburse the funds dedicated to the
work, and this body up 1o 1hs present
dute hns directed Ita execution, The
drainnge works, now earried out, will
recelve the surplus waters and sewage
of the Clty of Mexlen, and earry them
outslide of the valley, and It will nlgo
control the entire waters of the valley,
affording an outlet, whenever found
nepersary, to those which might other-
wise overtlow flelds and towne, render-
Ing the soll stagnant and marshy. The
gewers of the City of Mexico form a
network of covered channels, loeated
Bmetimes In the middle and someétimes
on the sides of the strects, these belng
almast gorges, communicating with a
evstem of secondary sewers thit em py
Into a colleetlng gower dlscharging In-
to the canal of San Lasaro, whieh trans-
purts the sewage to Lake Texeocn, If
the water is high In the lake the water
Lacks up into the sewers and saturates
the soll wnder the houses and streets,

FORT YMILES DONE,

The connl end six-mide furmel
through the mountain range have a
total length approaching forty miles.
The present works will take rank with
the great wmchlevements of wnedern
times, Just as the lmmense “our” of
Nochitongo, thelr unsuccessful prefe-
cesior, was the leader among the an-
clent earthavorks in ull the world. The
completed syatem will have cost 220,-
000,000,

e hehiefits of thege works to the
city of Mexico cunnot be overestimated,
Inatead of being one of the hestthies:
clties In the world, as it should be with
12 magnificent cimate and situation.
Mexico, unfortunately, has o tevrible
henvy death rate, due principally to
want of dralnage and gensrnlly bad
mnitary condition®, When the exist-
ing danger of floods {8 removed, and
the sanltary evils are remedled by a
proper system of dralnage, the In-
vreased security thut will be enjoyed by
e and property will oertainly have
fte effect on the prosperity of the city.
Property will fee in value, the popula-
tion will grow with rapidity. not to
mention the tide of tourists that will
#ei in froms the United States, and this
Wil mean larger revenues for the clty
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EUGENE FIELD'S PRANKS,

The Late Poet Loved Harmless Prace
tical Jokes,

When the late Bugene Feld was in
Denver, he was concerned in many
practieal jokes, A-lot of young fellows,
most of them millionatres, were always
ready for anything that Field proposed.
It wae a favorte pastime for Field to
get these men togehér and give a din-
ner o some sictregs who happenidd o
Epmwu:&' clty, There was &

wyer i Dembvor was known as
“the sify ;tmneh'mﬁ- of 'Colorado™
and  Biedd always had him on hand,
At the ofmelumlon of he banquet” this

a specch which Fleld written and
would wind up by p ting to the
netress a4 paste diamand which he
would state cost some fabulous price.
The next day the pmss despatches
would inform the oountry: that Miss
Footlight had recelved a 310,000 dia-
momd (rom citieens of Denver.

One of the darllest of BEugene Fleld's
Jokes was played of Ell Perkins. Fleld
wna a reporter on a St Joseph paper,
Ell cam= along to deliver s lecture. He
called on Field and asked him for o
newspnper notlees, He oxpocted a
column at leasg, but next mornioe he
gimply read: “As  Ell Perkins wiil
leature here toplght, all the rallroads
have ararnged to glve excursions out
of town at greatly reduced rates'
Perking was wild, supposing o great
injury had been done him but Ine
mead the parggraph attracted so much
attanslon that he had a crowded house.
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TOLD AT THE TABLE.

Three Shorl War Stories that May Not
Be in the Histories of the Time.
From the “'ﬂr‘hf'llktn!b‘ Post,

Brimful of funny ancedotea that had
no chestpurty flavor wis the speasch of
Gen. St, Clair Mulholladdd at the Second
Corps banguet at the Shoreham Friday
night. The Irishman Ilargely prepon-
deratad In thess anoedotes, of which a
couple of specimens from the memory
of a guest will be found belmy,

MeCook's regiment was in front of the
shemy, and, exvecting to make an at-
tack next mbning, ‘he mounted his
horse to ride down to the pleket line
wnd examine the situation. With this
purpose in view he calld on a soldber to
wocompany him and the commanding
oMoer made a detall. Mellook wiks =as-
tonished when o Uttle red-headed fei-
low rodde up to him and touched bis
vy, vendy for his servies, for e was o
were boy, welghing not more than sev-
vuty-five pounds and looking searvely
Liger than the Bharp's rifle he carvied,

“You muing with me? askhied Me-
Cuele,

The 1nd saluted and replisd I the
affirmative,

"Wa're gulng vight to thefront”
the offflcer. Lo you know that
Vury dangerons™"

“Yea: yogr hunor' sald tlm youth.

“Have yold beon urder fired” inguired
the offiger,

“1 have, your honor

“Do you ENppose yYou have backbone
10 koep up Wwith, mw: wharever [ gn?'*

“1'N thry. siv: that'ss why I'm sint
sir.  An' 00 iy htewy tring an we met
a'mong the ‘ballets and we're kilt you
wont be Inh'-= haif & minit before 1
come a-tappin "ot the window.,"

They went to the front.

The secund story was loeated ot the
hospital. One of the chavnlain's regi-
ment was very badly wounded and cer-
tidn 1o dle, - But the chapladn was tired
“othe chaplaips were often tired In th
wmy, you remember—and s he went
to bhed, and he left snecinl word with
Sergeant Joa that he was g0 be ealled
If PRarmey showed pigns of immediate
collapse, When he nroge in the morn-
Ing he waz paech surpeised to hear that
Harney had divd dowing thie night,
upbradded the watéher with not having
roused him in time to administer the
Tnst consolution® to the dying soldder,

"Well, to tell the truth, yer highness,
I dldn't want to disturh you, an® yvoun
couliln't hev done nuthin ‘'for him.
Nuthin® could a-helped him.  An' when
he come te die 1 aonsoled him omysile

“In what way did you conzole him,
sorgennt 7

“Well, ehaplain, T talked to him gentle
Hke, an” Thil' his hand an’ 1 said to him,
‘Burney, aays I, ‘I'm afrald vou're dyin',
ny boy' "

o think T am," savs he,

AN L expect you'tl 2o below,' says 1.

“*I think T wHl.' say= he

*OWell, arney, my boy,' says 1, ‘von
aught 1o be glad you've got some place
to g tot "™

tGen, Sickles rarely sits down to a
table with old soldiers without contrib-
uting =ome valuable historleal reminis-
cenee, At this same banguet he told
this story:

“Tt wus, T ghould think, veey carly in
the winter of ‘#1-2 that, having some
business with Gen, MeClellan, | wallked
up one forencon o his headquarters, in
Admiral Scmmes' hous=e, spposite the
Arlington,  The man an duty =ald the

sl
i Is

wilt, 1 took a seaf., and shurtly the
seeretary of war came inoand fnguired
for the General.  An otficer came out of
the next . oo, 2=ald the Goneral
busy just then, and asked the seoretary
of war to take a seal and walt. Mr.
Cameron sut dJown and we fell Into con-
versation. In a few minutes Mr. Lin-
voln came In and inquired for General
McClellun. The offleer repeated what
he had said to vs, that the General was
very bugy, and Mr, Lincoln would have
to walt, The pregident sat down with
ug and said, ‘AN vight, 'l wait® The
secretary of war remarked that the
president ought in some way to have
acecas to one of his generals, Lincoln
threw one leg over the othor, as if pre-
pared for & long siege, and =ddd, *Oh,
no, It'e all richt. My time s of no
special value, aud the genoral s en-
maged In attending to our businesa. 1
can walt as well g not." And he fell
into his famous story telling, showing
not the slightest impatience at the ne-
ceseity of cooling his heels In the ante-
roam of a mon who was o civilian less
than a year before, whom he had ap-
polnted to office.

“The Incident iHustratod” added Gon,
Sicklea, “two things—ftirst, that Mr. Lin-
caoin was one of the most unpretentions
ol men, and second, that st that time
everyhody, indluding MeClellan himselr,
expected MeClellun to put down the re-
bellon." .
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WONDERFY L €ONTRIVANCE,

Was the Original Strasbug Clock==A
DPescription,

The orlginal Strasburg cldck was
really a wenderful contrivance. It was
constructed In 1570, On its plate was a
celestinl globe, with the motlons of =un,
moon and plancts,. The phases of the
moon were presented; and there was a
perpetunl pimanac,the day of the month
being  indicated Ly a stutue. Every
Quaerter was struck; the lirst by a child
with an apple; the second'by a youth
with an arrow; the third by a man with
the tip of his #taff; and the last by an
old man with his crutch, The hour was
struck by an angel, who opensd the
door and saluted the Virgin Mary.
Another angel stood by with an hour
glass, which he turned when the hour
was struck. On the arrival of ench suc-
cessive hour a golden cock flapped his
wings, stretched his neek and crowed
twice. A clock scarcely less curlous
was constructed toward the close of the
last century by a mechanic of Geneva.
It had figwyes of & negro, a dog and a
shepherd. When the clock struck the
shepherd playsd #x alrd on his fute
and the dog a mched and fawned up-
wn Mm. ing eghibied to the
Em: of Bpain by Dros,” ita maker, the

Ing at his requés took!an apple from
the shepherd’s basket. “The dog barked

Sllves:tongued gentieman would make ;and set

theuKing's dog agbarking also,

Ay

Guneral wins engaged, and asked me to |
| ndjudicators satd that had arisen, and

He | of feellne between Merthyr,

Was |

THE NATIONAL
EISTEDDFOD

The Great Choirs of Merthyr, Dowlais
and Rhymncy Defeated.

THE BUILTH CHOIR WINS THE PRIZE

Many Surprises at the National Eis=
teddfod of Wales and the Musical
Adjudicators Severcly Criticiseds«
Splendid Compeotitions,

tuilth is o small town in Brecon-
shire, South Waleg, noted for its many
mineral springs, where hundredsof Inva-
llds fromy adl parts of the British Isles
congregate in summer for the benefit
of thelr health. The town is located
an the summit of the Eppyot mountaing
made famous by Prutus, the great
Welsh writer, Buoilth haa been noted
for its singing from early times, yet
to capture the ohief prize at the na-
tional elsteddfod of Wales was a great
surprise to the musical fraternity, but
to those famillar with Bullth, and Its
surrcunding environments, its Invigo-
riutlng climate and the culture and
musical aotitude of its people, thelr
conquest was not  at o ell surprising
They hove every advantage over thelr
campetitors Tromn the conl reglons of
Glamorgnnshire,  8ix cholrs entered
the great competition in the following
urdog:

1. Linnally, Ted by Mr, John Thomas.
. Merthyr, Mr, Dan Davies,

. Rhymney, M, John Pries,

Bullth, ke by Mr Llew Buallf,
. Dowiain, Mr. Harry Evans,

6. Holyhend, Mr. W. S, Owen.

The competition wes for cholrs of
of 150 to 180 volees, the prizs being 200
guinens and #n Pnglish sliver lever
wistel,  The test pleces were “Trip We
Gally  O'vr the Glen,” by Jenkine;
"Where Hisx Louad Voice Spoke in
Thunder” by Huandley, and “How
Sweel the Moonlight Sleeps,” unac-
comprnied, ‘The  adjudicetors were
Memgrs, . H. Cowen, Joseph Bemmetg,
J. H Roberts and D, Jenkms, The only
chole that eang the tirst plece in Welsh
yae Holyhead, Mm, Clara Nowvello
Duvis necompanied the Merthyr ohoir,
Intense exeltoment prevalled during
the contest. It conld ecarcely hate
eun greeter had the contest tpken place
In South Wales, but the result was un-
expegted =0 far as the greater part of
the audlence was concerned, although
musdclang preaent were not disposed
to express dissent from the verdiel,
Dowlale, by somet means, got out of
tune, and, although they sang the first
plece splendidly, they were thersfore,
glven up.  Merthyr, Khymney and
Holyhead seemed to be the favorites
with the audience prior to the dellvery
of the adjudication, with & very gens-
eral impression I favor  of Mecthyr.
Still, the =inging of each ohoir was
fine, und the keecnese of the contest Wus
remarkable, In view of the tenséon
Dowinis
und Rhymuey hundreds of people pres-
ent rejolced that an outside ohofr should
have been vicltoricus,

The announcement of the vietony of
Llew Bunlit and his Bullth singers was
recolved with much applanse, although
it wag evident that to thousands press
ent another result had heen anticipated,
The adiudicators stated that they had
unanimously, and without h-'!lt.iinn.
awarded the prise to the chpir that
pang all the pleces most artistically,
with o beauty of tomne, Acouracy, natur-
alness of expression, and gensral suce
oes, and that choir is No, 4—Bullth.
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THE MALE VOICE COMPETITION.

The male volce chornl competition
was sleo a rich musical treat, aithough
not quite e good as those of former
yuitrs, Two pMges were offered, the
first belng u prize of £42, with a silver
cup to the canductor, and the second
i purse of ten guiness glven by Mr, Wll-
llam P. Hartley, of Liverpool. BEight
parties entered the competition n the

following order: 1, Swansea; 2, Mor-
flaton: 8, Lianfnirfechan; 4, Ithondda
5 Bangor; 6, Pfestiniog; 7, Cumber-

Inmid, England; & Abercarn,
The second prize woas awarded to
Swansea. There was one difficulty, the

that wns in roguesd to the handsome sil-
ver cup to the saecessful conductor, but
they were glad to gtate that the two
euccessful choirs hwd wgreed to sing
over during the evenipg comwrt in or-
der to decide who should have the sli-
Ver cup,

PRESENTATION TO DR. PARRY,

The attendance at the eveplng con-
eert was enormous, thousamds balng
turned away. Now cume the tug of war
for the sfiver cup, The Maelwyn chodr

| sang firet, and the Rhondda bove sec-

ond, Cynonfardd stated that this rom=
petition was for the sllver cup alone,
The Maelwyn cholr wan.

The chairman here announced that
they hivd now & very plensant and im-
portant duty to perform, and that was
to pregent o natlonal testinmonal to thetr
greatl composer, Dy, Joseph Parry. The
prosent wis a purse of three thousand
dotlars, Tt wil Ibe remembered that Mr,
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From the Chicago TrmewHerald;

Connell, of this ¢ity, comtributed $500
towards this purse,

THE CHAIR PRIZE.
was won by the Rev, Hen Daowles, Ys-
tulyfera, near Swansea. Most of the
tmportant musical prizes were won by
South Wallans,
———

TOLD BY A MOONSHINER.

i/ ——
A Revenue Detective Who Came, but
Did Not Go Away,
From the Dotroit Pree Presa,

“Blt down, sah—sit down,” sald the
grim-faced old man to me as we were
veturning to his eabin after a visit to
the Hlicit still hidden away In the deep
and dark ravine,

1 sat down on a mound In & Httle
glade in u laurel thicket, while he seat-
ed himgelf om a rock, and after we had
filled and Ughted our pipes, he sald:

“The guv'ment’'s agin us fur makin®
moonshine whiskey, but yo' kin see fur
yoursel how It 1s. We kin raise co'n
abowt yere, but shar's no market fur it
If we turn It Into whiskey, we Kin git
some money out o It, though I never
knowed & moonshiner to make over o
dollar 4 dey l the best of times, It's
Jest changin' about 80 we may live, but
mukin' whiskey Is agalnst the law, and
the guv'ment hunts us down as if we
was wolves, All the whiskey muade fur
twenty miles around this spot wouldn't
sell fur $200, and yit fifteen men hev
been sent to state prison, a dozen mo'
kept In jadl fur monthe and moaths,
and twenty fam'lies bin put to it to sell
off everything to pay lawyers. 1 tell
yo', it's wuss nor wah times, with the
guerrillas ridin' about and robbin® and
killin"."

“And there’'s no money In
maoonshine whiskey 7' 1 asked,

“Yo' ses, It's thia way,"” he replied.
"Yo' hev to pay cash fur a still. We'uns
Iz pore folks around yere, and five or
six men must Jine together to buy. It's
also agin the law to sell the whiskey,
and wg mast ket It gu to traders fur
what they will pay. It must be toted
over the moustings om our bucks, and
by the time thet we've got shet of ten
gollons and divided dp the money, no
man has ‘nuft to buy s pound o' coffse.
It the guv'ment was to let us go ahead
and hev free swing, it would be clus
work to make & decent Uvin'"

“But you were going to tell me about
thy revenus spieas,'"

"Tos, they cum sneakin' round now
and then,™ he slowfly replled. “"The
last time T satw ome was about a y'ar

He oum along purtendin’ to look
fron and cofl], and be stopped over
at Jog Rutley's fur a hull week, He
talked fu'r 'huff, and never once did
he Bay unything about moonahipers,
but the boys susplshune him and kept
their eyes opem. The stranger woulfl
b out lookin' arcupd all day, but he
rnan't arter coal and ironn No sah.
That vwas all a blind, He was jest
tryin 'tv locate our still, and he was a
Lrave man to cum U yere among us
wisn he kpowed what the penalty
would be. He must hav travelled
around 4 heap, for It was six or seven
days befo’ he hit it right.  Joe Rutley
follered him for two days and knowed
he wusn't arter coal or fron.”

*Then he kuew you suspected him?"
T askwd.

“Reckon not. No, we never let on by
word or lopk. Yo' eee, this yors path
i# the only way to get down to our
#till, and tn that bresh heap over thar'
we had & man to watch. Of a Baturday,
when fo' of us wer' down thar at work
and the stranger out lookin' fur coal and
iron, sunthie’ happened. The spy found
this path whar' tt starts in by the rocks
and knowed tha! it led to game. The
sentinel heard "him cumin’, though he
was on tlp-toe, and got ready fur him,
Arter & Dit the follor showed up right
yere In this openin', and looked this
way and that, and had & cunnin’ smile
ont hie face, T0' kin se¢ that we had
to cat some trees and trim bhranches,
and as the ravine Is right down thar', It
was easy fur dm to figger it out. D'ye
seo that mark on thut chestnut?"

“Yes, plainly.™

‘A'nd the sorateh on that soft rock?”

'.YH.“

“Wall, he put "em both thar' with bis
kuife, =0's to make sure when he cam
axin, Then he was ready to go. He
hadnt' follored down Into the ravine,
but he knew what was thar'”

“dnd so he went away ™ ko

"Yen, his soul went away!™® [{ |

“You—you mean——=1"

“Put hig body stayed right yore!™

“You don't mean that he wus shot
down!® T exclaimed ns T rose up,

Yo' are standin right on his grava!”
sald the old man as he knooked the
nehes from his pips and led the way
ulong the path,
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ONLY A SINGLE HAIR.

Ilut It Was All the GontlomanWantued
for Saving the Girl’s Tresses,
From ths Clnoianatl Bnqguirer,

The French people never tire of relat-
Ing anccdotes of the accentrieity and
cnormons wealth of Americans An
Ameriean went into s hairdreaser's shop
In Parls recontly and found a charming
tut poorly dressed girl engaged In ne-
gotintlons with the proprictor. She was
offering to sell him her magnificent
head of halr for thrse napoleons—ihe
man would glve her no more than one.
Al last the poor girl save way with
tears, and the barber was about to em-

= - = =

making

RICHARD ‘PARKS BLAND.

By the Courtesy of'H. H. Kehlsaat,

ploy the fatal scissors when the Amerl-
can intervened and demanded the cause
of the sad affalr.

He found that the girl's parents, who
formerly had been well off, wepe In the
last extremity of poverty, and that she
had deternrined to make o0 great a
Lsacrifice In order to' obtain them a little
fjread. The stranger drew out two bank
fiotes offered them to the girl saying:

“Will you let me buy your hair?™

Without even looking at the notes,
the girl at onoe sald, “Yes™

The Ameriean del'cately took a single
hair, put it In his pocket book-—and
lled,

Not till he had gone did she look at
her bankfmotes, and found them to be
of the value of 5100,
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HIS WIFE COULD PLAY POKER.

How She Convinced Her Skeptical
Husbaed of that Fact,

It was at a little card party of a few
merry acpuaintances, and though the
stuke were absurdedly small, the Inter-
st ran brenkers high.

The pretty wife of one of the players
was particularly exelted, and played as
If the happimees of her whole life was
staked upon the cards,

Her husband didn't ke her methode,

“My dear,”” he sald, as he dealt  eards
to all the reat, and added none to hls
own haod,“you ought to watch the
plnyers, You play very badly, Indecd
Poker is o game that mneeds carciul
handling..”

Then he ralsed the man who had bet
and the later threw down his hand, as
did all the others except his wife., Bhe
“saw"” her husband's bet amd “roised”
him In retarn, He looked very black,

“There you o again'" he sald In a
vexed tone It does s*em (o me that
women haven't uny sense.  \Whot mady
you raige me? Didn't you see that ]
drew no cards?’ .

“Didn’'t you? puerled his pgwife, open-
Ing her eyem, “"Well, you didn't say g0."
* I'm not obHged to say 80, replled
her hugband, angirly,

“Well,"” she continued, “since I've bet,
why I've bet, | can't take It back again
can 1T

“Oertainly not." was the reply: “and
just to teach you a lesson, and to make
you more careful in future I'll raise
you "

“1'Il rplee you back,” was the reply,
Jy. and I drew mone. When will you ever
and she dld

Her hysbanmd by this time was the
ploture of impatient amazement

“¥ou drew four oards,” he saldstern-
Iyand J dretv none. WHl you
oo learn to play this gaane properly "

e “yaised"” her ugain, and she
' him in return,

He looked arcund Lhe table In an apol-

ogutic and pitylng way.

ma s a splendld girl at most
thingw,”" Be sald, ‘'but when It comes to
card plaging shoe makes me very
weary."

Then he doubled her bet, and she
doubléd in his return.

*Oh, this & absurd,"” he erled; ‘there's
no uge winming money from my own
wife; I'll just call you. T've got a flush,

fejes M‘h—"
And I've got four kings,"” replied his
wite, as she raked in the Ivory "chips”
And them a roar of laughter shook the
room, Whie the man who kaew all
abot the game looked very sheeplsh,
Indeed.

—_—
WHEPE IT IS REALLY COLD.

A Country Where a Lighted Candle

Findv it Yory Hard to koep Warm,
From the Popular Sclence News.

Cold Is merely a relative term. The
resident of semi-tropieal countries shiv-
érs when the thermometer 8rope to 80
degrees, while the haplander and Es-
puimau think it 1s comfortable at sero.

For real cold and plenty of It ome must
gu to the Polat reglona Think of liv-
ing where the mercury goes dowm to
% degrees below sero In the house, In
spite of the stove. Of course, iw auch
& case, fur garments are plled on until
a man looks like a great bundie of
akina.

Dr. Mows, of the Polar expedition of
1876-76, among other odd things, tells of
the effect of cold on & wax capndie which
he burned there. The temperature Was
85 degrees below zepos and the dootor
must have been considerably discourag-
ad when upon looking at his candle, he
discovered that the flame haft all it
could do to keep warm,

It was so cold that the lame could not
melt all the waz of the eandle, but was
foreed to eut ite way dawn, leaving a
port of ekeleton of the candle standing.

There wae heat enough , Rowever, to
melt oddly-shaped holes In the thin
walls of wax.and the result was a beau-
tiful lnce-like cylinder of white, with a
tongue of yellow flame burning inside
it, and s ending out into the darkness
many streaks ofr lUght,

—_———

THE WORD *“8SUCH.”

Wrong Uses to Which It fs Commonly
Put.

“1 have npever before seen such a large
0x.” By a little transposing of the
words af this sentence we have, ) have
never before seen an ox such large,”
which makes it quite clear that we
should =ay so large an ox and not such
A large ox. As proof that this error In
the use of such ls common, we find in
Mr. George Washington Moon's “Dean's
English and Bed English,” the sen-
tence, “With all due deference to such
& high authority on such a very Import-
ant matter.” With a little transposing,
this sentence ls made to read, “With all
due deference to an authority such high
on & matter such very Important.” It
is clear that the sentence should read,
“With all due deference to so high an
authority on so very Important a mat-
ter.” The phrases, such a handsome,
such a lovely, such a long, such nar-
row, ete, are lncorrect, and should Le
g0 handsome, #o luvely, sv long, and =o
on—Alfred Ayres,

RS T —

Bafed,

Chappde—"Aw there Jenh chappie; 1
hardly expected to find you at the club o
day. What's up™

Alglo — “BEverything, 1've Eglven ujp,
Thut's what's the matter,"”

Chapple—"Glven up? Good gwuclous,
deah boy, you dJdon't mean (¢ say that
your'e going to quit us?"

Alrie—"That's just it."

Chapple—"Wihy, you've been the great-
est monochronde-minntee of us all. What
will we do for a lewder without the white
plume of Navarre and all that sort of
thing we used to hear abowt at college?”

Algle—""Can't help 1t; 1I'm done for, vld
fellah.™

Chapple="V*hy, what do you mean?"’

Alle—"Why, Jjust this. Haven't |
bought all my olothes In London?"

Chapple—"'Yes; that's English, you
know.”

Algle—"And turned up my trousers,
and played golf and yelled for the Val-
kyrie 111, and the Cambridge athletes and
aull that sort of thing™*

Chapple—"Yes, that wus ovorrect Eng-
lish, y'know.”

Algle—"Well, Just at the end 1 have
came to the limit of my resources.”

Chay o ple—="Aw, you don't mean it, deah

Algle—"1 dov 1 have dlscovered that |
cannot marry o daughter of the Vander-
s,

Chapple—"Poor boy."

Algle—"Yes—and I've go to remaln

oor. That's just what's the matter.”"—
Tom Hall in Truth,

VERYBODY PLEASED. The pub-

lic is pleased
prices.

with the goods and

We are pleased with their
appreciation of our efforts.

Alto-

gether itis a grand success. So busy we
are obliged to postpone the picture sale
until the middle of this week. The money

savers are the money getters.

Rapidly

emptying shelves and fast filling cash
drawer tell their own tale and offer the
best proof of the values given.

An Import order placed
way last winter. The goods
promised for this spring’s|
trade. They did not arrive|
until this month. Too late
for us to use them we wrote
the importers. Take them at
your own price was the reply,
We did, Thev are ¢ inch!
dinner plates, real china, the|
thinnest kind. Edges scal-

loped and of gilt, dainty ﬂnml‘

decorations in delicate colors.

Every

ouds, These ought to bring
256,  How many can you use
at

10c. each.

There's a few more of
those tea sets left. You know
which I mean; the $5.00 kind
that we aYe seiling at

$2.90.

56 Pieces.

Lem_(;nade Sets#

You remember how asham-
ed you were of that homely,
old pitcher and the two or
three Rinds of glasses you
handed around the lT‘nst time
you had company, Don’t let
that occur again, Here's the
remedy. A beautiful pitcher,
6 nice tumblers, all hand-
somely decorated in gilt and
colors, and a silverine tray; a

$2.25 outfit.

$1.25
takes them away.

%late perfect, no sec-|

Oat Meal Sets.

3 Pieces—Cream Pitcher,
Bowl and Plate. You ought
to have a set of these for each
member of the family, Not
so much trouble to get the
folks up for breakfast, if the
meal is servedin an appetizing
manner, soc. wouldn’t seem
dear for these, but they are
more than cheap at

19¢.
Smoking Sets.

Cigar holder, match box,
ash receiver, and tray, all in
china. Let your husband
smoke in the house. It will
keep him in evenings.

35c¢. for the set.
“:t)_rth 75¢.

Japanese Vases.

Quaint little souvenirs from
the land of the Mikado, Cheap
labor makes it possible tor us
to sell these at

.
Fairy Lamps.

Dresden and declft decoras
tions for the bedroom, forthe.
hall, for any place where a,
small lamp is required and not' '
much heat wanted. These
are hand decorated and colors
fired in. You have seen these
sold for $1.25. Now you will
see them 5013 for

49c.

ON'T make the mistake of going to the old stand.

we are in our new quarters,

Remember

Note the address. There is only

one ‘Rexford’s,” only one place that could or would sell goods

at such prices. We know no dull

times., (et business is our motto.

(et it at a profit if we can, but get business. Scranton peoplo are

not slow to appreciate enterprise

Every friend onur patrod, every patron our friend,

a8 our daily crowds can testify.
Are you one of

them? If not, come in and get acquainted wwth the store, stock and

prices.

REXFORD'S

- 2303
LACKAWANNA AVE,

SCRANTON
Trtining Sehool for Kindergarteners

SCRANTON, PA.

The Fourth Year of the Seranton
Training School for Kindergarten-
ers will open in thiscity SEPTEM
BER 14, 1896. For further parti-
culars address

MISS 8, W, UNDERWOGOD,

WINCHESTER, MASS,

SPECIAL THROUGH CARS

Daily (excopt Sunday) vis

CENTRAL RAILROADOF NEW JERSEY

Beginning Jans 20, 1900, leaving Scran-
ton at 44 ». m,, for
Long Branch,
Ucean Grove,
Asbury Park,
Belmar (Ocean Beach)
Spring Lake,
Sean Girt, &
This will be kept up for the snbire season
especially for the secomim wintfon of Tamilios,
as it will @ul*ﬁ!’ PRsETICOTR b.l_ n-i*‘m- und re
tal fortal 13 b antire jonrney,
i OLHACSES, = H, P. BALDWIN,
Gor, Buperintendent, Glon. Pass, Agenits

. ROBINSON'S SONS™
Lager
Beer
Brewery

Manufacturers of the Celebrated

606 L1er B

CAPACITY:

100,000 Barrels per Annum

WILLIAM S. MILLAR,
Alderman 8th Ward, Scranton

ROOMS 4 AND 5
GAS AND WATER CO. BUILDING,

CORKER WYOMING AVE. AND CENTER ST.

OFFICE HOURS from 7.9 a. m. to 9 p,
m, (1 hour intermission for r and
supper.)

——

Particalar At!-l!? to Collection
Prompt_Settloment u-?a'l.::-d. Your lhd:
Bess s Respectinlly Selicited. 134

—e

Houses for Sale and for Rent.

Il you contempinte hasingorlease
Ing a house,

purc
or want to invest in a lot,
I of desirable property on

page 2 of The Tribune.

DUPONT'S

MINING, BLASTING AND SPORTING

[POWDER

antifactured at the Wapwallopan Ml
v Luzerne county, o, aml at Wil
mington, Delaware,

HENRY BELIN, Jr.

General Agent for the Wyoming Distriet.
né WYOMING AVENUE, Scranmton, Pa
Third Natlonal Hank Bullding,
AGENCIES:

THOS, FORD, Plttston, Pa.

JOHN B, SMITH & SON. P1 . P
B W. .\lrl‘l.llalﬂ};:.\'. \t'lllsmum_gk
Agents for the Repauno C

pany’'s High Explosives,



